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Bill Van Buren talks with his good friend, Rev. Ralf 
Schmitz, who presided at Bill’s funeral on May 5, 2009.

The 10th Anniversary of  the Dayspring, designed by 
architect Joe Lobko, was celebrated on January 30th.

Osamu Shinya, Michael Barrett, Darryl Dickson and 
John Delazzari prepare for “Dancing the River.” 

Photos on the front:  
Top: Kim Lageer and Cecilia Lee perform at the gala. 
Middle: Bill Van Buren was L’Arche Daybreak’s 
founding core member.  
Bottom: Tracy Westerby and Liska Stefko celebrate the 
20th anniversary of the Corner House.

The printing of this report was donated by 
Creative Path Digital Imaging, Richmond Hill. 
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R e p o r t

Francis Maurice was one of the artists from L’Arche 
Daybreak that were featured at the gala art show.

Jean Vanier celebrated his 80th birthday this 
past year. We have so much to be grateful for in 
his founding vision for L’Arche. The mission of 
L’Arche Daybreak is fully alive today with the 
growing support of new friends and donors who 
help to build our community life. 

L’Arche Daybreak truly celebrates the life of 
each person who becomes part of the fabric of 
our community. Joey Shulist and Kim Lageer 
have both celebrated their first anniversary at 
Daybreak. Their presence has enriched us all.

L’Arche Daybreak has stood strong in the 
face of the world economic crises due to the 
commitment of the many donors who support 
us financially. Our contributors at Christmastime 
were even more generous than usual, a reflection 
of our supporters’ continued belief in the 
mission and vision of L’Arche Daybreak. 

Our 40th anniverary gala was a huge success. We 
are grateful to everyone who attended, as well as 
all those who sponsored the event.

The beautiful addition to our Craft Studio was 
completed this spring. After ten fruitful years in 
pottery and candlemaking, the Craft Studio now 
includes paper-making – a new creative path 
that is very exciting for our artisans.

The faithfulness and support of so many people 
help to anchor Daybreak and give us the 
confidence to journey towards each new goal. 
This commitment is deeply appreciated!
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Kara Tigchelaar enjoyed a field trip with the Day 
Program to the Kortright Centre in Kleinburg.

Namju Baek and Caroline York roll out clay for a 
ceramics project at the Craft Studio.  

The Grand Opening of the new addition to the Craft 
Studio was a festive occasion on June 27, 2009.
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Revenue ($000’s)  

Provincial Government
Donations
Other
Total Revenue

          2008-2009

3,257
357
285

3,899

2007-2008

3,180
376
267

3,823

Expenses ($000’s)     
Staffing
Housing
Programming and Other     
Total Expenses  

2008-2009
2,834

675
399

3,908

2007-2008
2,735

624
426

3,785

Revenue

Provincial Government 84%
Donations   9%
Other           7%

Expenses

Staffing          73%
Housing        17%
Programming and Other  10%

Copies of the audited financial statements are 
available for review by contacting John Heming at 
(905) 884-3454 ext. 240.

Operating Revenue and 
ExpensesThis was a year of celebration! “Roots and 

Wings” was our community theme that 
embodied the two dimensions of celebration 
that coloured our year. We both claimed 
more deeply our roots as a community and 
recognized our capacity for growth.

In September of 2008, we kicked off the year 
with a weekend-long celebration of the 20th 
Anniversary of the Corner House, culminating 
in our annual Barn Dance for Solidarity. In 
January, we marked the 10th Anniversary of 
our Dayspring with a reflective and joyful 
gathering. We recalled the significant history of 
Dayspring in its original location, as well as the 
many extraordinary events, retreats, worship 
services and celebrations during its first decade 
in the current building. In June, we celebrated 
our new Craft Studio which has expanded our 
capacity to welcome new artisans.

“Dancing the River” was our 40th anniversary 
theatre gala. The moving performance played 
to over 600 people at the new Richmond Hill 
Centre for the Performing Arts. Two members 
of our community who were to have been in 
the show – Tracy Westerby and Bill Van Buren 
– died this spring. The celebrations of their 
lives prepared our hearts for the gala in a way 
that nothing else could have. L’Arche Daybreak 
is now dancing its way into its fifth decade.

The fiscal year that ended March 31, 2009 was a 
very busy one from a financial perspective. L’Arche 
Daybreak received additional funding from the 
Ministry of Community and Social Services 
(MCSS) targeted primarily for compensation 
enhancement for people in direct care positions. 
Operating budget targets were met with effectively 
no deficit. A significant estate gift gave the Board of 
Directors the confidence to proceed with the Craft 
Studio renovation and expansion, the first phase of 
a plan for the growth of our day programs. 

The Ministry of Community and Social Services  
provided significant funding for several capital 
projects, including the installation of an elevator 
at the Big House. A total of $629K in capital 
assets were added during the year, all of which 
were funded from internal sources, gifts or MCSS 
grants. There was no use of external financing to 
fund capital asset growth. 

For your information, the next panel is an extract 
from our financial statements for the year ending 
March 31, 2009. Items that are capital in nature 
have not been included in these numbers. The 
financial statements were audited by Nethercott & 
Company and were given a clean, unqualified audit 
report. 


